EARLY   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
Huns or else fled westward until finally they found
a resting-place in Southern Pannonia (modern
S.W. Hungary) within the frontiers of the Empire.
The Visigoths next felt the fury of the Mongol
attack (A.D. 375). Part of them took refuge in
Transylvania, but the majority, cowering in terror
on the north bank of the Danube, begged the
Roman permission to cross, promising to serve
the Empire as colonists and soldiers. On a fateful
day (A.D. 376) the Emperor Valens gave them the
desired leave, and a great multitude, men, women,
and children, made their way over the barrier
river, and settled down as a federated nation, under
its own leaders and laws, in the much-??^aged
province of Moesia (Northern Bulgaria). In two
years they rose in revolt, were joined by fresh
hordes of their kin, and gave battle to the imperial
army under the walls of Adrianople (August 9th,
A.D. 378). Then and there was fought one of the
decisive battles of world-history. The Romans were
defeated with prodigious slaughter, the Emperor
Valens himself being among the slain. It was the
victory of Germans over Latins; of barbarism over
civilisation; of cavalry over infantry. In the history
of war it marked the beginning of a millennium
during which supreme military power resided in
the hands of the horsemen. Not until the days of
Courtrai (1302), Bannockburn (1314), and Crecy
(1346) did the foot soldier, armed with new weapons,
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